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Winner of the 1963 Caldecott Medal!No book has captured the magic and sense of possibility of the

first snowfall better than The Snowy Day. Universal in its appeal, the story has become a favorite of

millions, as it reveals a child's wonder at a new world, and the hope of capturing and keeping that

wonder forever.The adventures of a little boy in the city on a very snowy day."Keats's sparse

collage illustrations capture the wonder and beauty a snowy day can bring to a small

child."â€”Barnes & Noble"Ezra Jack Keats's classic The Snowy Day, winner of the 1963 Caldecott

Medal, pays homage to the wonder and pure pleasure a child experiences when the world is

blanketed in snow."â€”Publisher's Weekly"The book is notable not only for its lovely artwork and

tone, but also for its importance as a trailblazer. According toÂ Horn BookÂ magazine,Â The Snowy

DayÂ was "the very first full-color picture book to feature a small black hero"â€”yet another reason to

add this classic to your shelves. It's as unique and special as a snowflake."â€”.comÂ 
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When "The Snowy Day" first came out, it was considered groundbreaking. Unprecedented. Here, at

last, was a picture book in which the protagonist is black. It's not an overtly political book, mind you.

Just a nice story about a kid in the city playing in the snow. Having heard about this story for a long



time, I decided now was the moment to see how well this book has stood up over time. Ezra Jack

Keats has long passed from idle picture book author to a somewhat god-like figure of the children's

book world, so does this early work stand out even today? If it was introduced for the first time now,

would it be considered as good as it is? Yes and no. The book is both a fabulous creation, and a

very simple, very normal, tale that everyone on one level or another is familiar with.In this book,

Peter wakes up to discover that snow has covered the city in the night. Delighted, he pulls on his

bright red (and now world known) snowsuit and plunges into a day of exploring and playing. He

makes fun tracks, and hits snow off the branches of trees. He constructs a smiling snowman and

slides down steep mountains of snow. At the end of the day his mother gets him out of his wet

clothes and gives him a nice hot bath. The next morning the snow is still there, and an ecstatic Peter

calls up a friend to do the whole day over again.When I was a child I loved (and still do) stories that

took place in the big cities. Keats never draws an inordinate amount of attention to Peter's

surroundings. So while you won't see skyscrapers or taxi cabs, there's a distinctly urban feel to the

lay of the land. The text is nice and easy for the youngsters to understand. As for the cut-outs,

they're a delight to look at.
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